Good Shepherd News
Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd September 17, 2022

Worship Sundays
at 10:30 AM
1829 N. Rockton Ave.
Rockford, IL 61103

THE YMCA YOUTH CENTER AT GOOD SHEPHERD
IS HAPPENING!
Amazing news: the YMCA has received the big check for $750,000 to renovate our
building, bringing it up to date as a modern YMCA Youth Center—though there will
also be facilities for adults to use during the school day, like Silver Sneakers! The Y
has full-time staff on site, including program directors and mental health professionals. They are installing exercise equipment, new flooring, and more.
This is our ministry together! This is how we do God’s Work with Our Hands—not
alone, but with partners, for the good of our neighbors—in 2022 and beyond. We
had 77 kids in the summer program, and the after-school program is happening
now, Monday-Friday, 2pm-7pm. Thank you for making this possible.

FROM YOUR TRANSITION TEAM
In recent months the YMCA of the Rock
River Valley has been receiving funding
(both private and public) for redeveloping and equipping the church property
that Good Shepherd’s Congregation voted to give the Y. The hope of both the Y
and Good Shepherd is that the building
and grounds will be of service to Rockford’s Northwest Neighborhoods.
In the near future, the gifted property
will house fully refurbished YMCAowned and -operated facilities that will

provide classes, after-school programming in mentorship and education support, exercise programs, and community meetings and gatherings.
Good
Shepherd’s neighborhoods have been,
for years, part of the least-served quadrant of the City of Rockford, according
to reports and comments from staff at
United Way. (Examples: losses of a
public library, grocery store, and functioning hospital). Hence, Good Shepherd’s gift of good will and the Y’s work
will offer a “Matthew 25” witness

“Inasmuch as you have served the least of these, my family, you have
served me.”
(“inasmuch as you have served the least
of these, my family, you have served me.”)

Room in preparation for its rebirth as our
new Sanctuary at the end of October.

In an August meeting of representatives
from the Y and the Transition Team, we
began to work out how our Congregation
will use space that we’ll need for our now
limited needs for Worship, Study and
Gathering/Meeting.

We will keep you posted as plans develop.
Questions? Contact any member of your
Transition Team, which includes
Council Members.

The current Fireside Room will become
our new Sanctuary and also serve as a
Study and Meeting/Gathering space. The
attached Library will offer Storage and
additional space for small Meetings. The
narrow closet in the northeast corner of
the Activities Room will meet some of our
Storage needs. The Mini-Kitchen and the
Activities Room will be available to us for
Sundays and scheduled events.
Pastor Lemonholm has been “officing”
from home since the Covid pandemic. He
has graciously offered to continue this
practice to save space.
We are planning to re-floor the Fireside
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Meantime, we hope to see you in Worship.
For the Transition Team,
-bob hillenbrand
Members: Karen Carr, Eric Lemonholm,
Sue and Scott Mount, Sally and Andy Perez, Pam and Bob Hillenbrand

TREASURES GALORE
A number of treasures have been discovered while cleaning out closets, offices
and other nooks and crannies around LCGS. These items will be available for
viewing in the Fireside Room after the worship services on September 18 and
25.
There are 4 pianos and several vintage sports trophies that will be free for the
taking. There will also be a few silent auction items including 3 smaller pews
from the sanctuary.
Many other items will be available for a donation including Christmas decorations and framed pictures.

COMING TO THE END OF OUR JOURNEY
- AND LOOKING AHEAD
OCTOBER WORSHIP SCHEDULE
We have, as a community of faith, been on a long and, at times, difficult journey. Over a period of years we addressed our financial reality, considered our limited options, and ultimately made the decision to allow our building to continue to
serve our community through the YMCA. This journey is about to come to an end.
We have a faith tradition that is rich with stories, beginning with Adam and Eve,
and Abraham and Sarah, and then moving to the life of Jesus and the beginnings of
the church. We will use the last four Sundays in October (the 9th, 16th, 23rd, and
30th) to look at our journey through the lens of some of these stories. Together, we
will remember and honor our history as a church; express our sadness over things
now lost and members who are no longer with us; and then begin to explore a new
beginning and a new calling.
As Lutherans, there is no better way to do this than through liturgy and story.
Please be present at all of these final four Sundays in October for yourself and
for your fellow church members as we give thanks for what has been and anticipate
what will yet be. On the final Sunday, October 30 (Reformation Sunday - how appropriate!) we will gather in our present sanctuary and process to the Fireside
Room, which will become our new sanctuary. We are not ending. We are beginning anew. Thanks be to God.
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Grace and peace to you
from God the Father and
our Lord Jesus the
Christ, united by the Holy Spirit.
This is a new day! In
many ways, the school
year is a new beginning for the church as well
as students and teachers and parents. We are
beginning the Narrative Lectionary on September 11. With the Narrative Lectionary, we
move through the story of the Bible each
school year. We will move through the First
(Older) Testament in the fall, begin the Second (Newer) Testament at Christmas, and
end the journey through the Bible at Pente-

cost Sunday. In the summer, we will use sermon series that go deeper. I appreciate the
Narrative Lectionary, because it helps us experience the Bible as a whole, as a big story of
God’s love and justice and peace, rather than
willy-nilly jumping between Bible passages
each week.
This fall is a new beginning in other ways,
too. Even though Good Shepherd is 75 this
year, and Trinity is 178 (yes, you read that
correctly!), we are starting anew. COVID accelerated trends of secularization that have
been underway in the US since the 1960s
(and long before). We are moving closer to
the situation of the early church, when the
church was a passionate, grassroots Jesus-

“We are a passionate, grassroots Jesus-community that witnesses to the
Resurrection for the sake of the world.”
community, rather than the religion of empire
it became in the fourth century. Now, we cannot wait for the culture to prop us up or send
people to our sanctuaries on Sunday mornings. We need to build community, one person
at a time, by acts of love and solidarity with
our neighbors.

People are still spiritual, even if they are not so
religious anymore. People are searching for
meaning, for a life worth living, for connection
with people, with creation, and with God. How
can we be the passionate, grassroots Jesuscommunity that our neighbors need? In a
word, we start small.
We are so used to idolizing big, rich, successful
churches with fancy buildings and celebrity
pastors, that we forget the grassroots origins
of the church.
In 2 Corinthians 12, Paul talks about the
strength of his experience of God as a foundation for his ministry. But then he relates how
he was given a thorn in his flesh to humble
him. We don’t know what that thorn was, but
here is what Paul wrote about it:
8 Three

times I appealed to the Lord
about this, that it would leave me,
9 but he said to me, “My grace is suffi-
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cient for you, for power is made perfect in weakness.” So I will boast all
the more gladly of my weaknesses, so
that the power of Christ may dwell in
me. 10 Therefore I am content with
weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities for the sake of
Christ, for whenever I am weak, then I
am strong.
Can we, too, be content with weaknesses?
Can we, too, affirm that God’s grace is sufficient for us? Can we, too, wrestle with the
truth that God’s power is made perfect in
weakness? Can we be vulnerable and real for
our neighbors, rather than flashy and fake?

In Mark 2:17, Jesus says, “Those who are
well have no need of a physician but those
who are sick; I have not come to call the
righteous but sinners.” The church is a hospital for sinners, rather than a refuge for the
righteous. How we show hospitality to all
people (for in truth we are all sinners) will
reveal how we live our mission: “We are a
passionate, grassroots Jesus-community
that witnesses to the Resurrection for the
sake of the world.” Amen.
The Rev. Dr. Eric Lemonholm
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